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Hes. XIII 8. 
Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſter- 


day, to day, and for ever. 


= Hr Text offers to our conſide- 
Cz ration a very important, but ne- 
U = lected Truth, but it is for that 
Ra reaſon a more ſeaſonable ſubject 
of Diſcourſe. The Apoſtle doth 
here from the Eternity of our Lord's Perſon, 
infer the unchangeableneſs of his Doctrine; 
and, becauſe Teſs Chriſt is the ſame yeſter- 
day, to day, and for ever, ſhews that they 
who believe him to be fo, ſhould not be car- 
Ad about with divers and ſtrange Doctrines. 
do true were the Jewiſh Converts at that 
time to the Faith into which they were 
baptiz'd, that St. Paul in writing to them, 
ays down for a practical Principle and 
Maxim of Chriſtianity, that Doctrine which, 
Na B in 
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no other Standard than the Faith once deli 


to be aſſur'd that this our Lord's hand i u 


(2) 
in theſe Days, is made a matter of diſpute, | 
The boldneſs of ſome in denying the Eter- 
nity of our Lord, as expreſs'd in theſe words, | 
makes it neceſſary for me at this time, not 
only to ſhew the inference of the Apoſtle to 
be concluſive, but ro enforce and make good 
the Truth of his axiom. 

The words being conſider'd, either as ſup- 
poſing the eternal Exiſtence of the Son of 
God, or as inferring from thence the per- 
manency of his Doctrine, do deſerve, and 
will therefore, I hope, have your attention. 
For what can you with greater profit and! 
comfort hear, ton that He, whoſe Doctrine 
you preach, and whoſe Commiſſion you bear, 
is, during all the decays and changes of cre- 
ated Perſons and Things, eternal in his Na- 


ture, and uniform in his Diſpenſations? What 


can be a more ſeaſonable tubjet of Medita-M 
tion in theſe · corrupt Days, than that theYW 
Goſpel we profeſs is not vary'd according to 
the carnal humours and faſhions of the World; 
that we who teach, and they who hear, how 
diſtant ſoever in time, are yet to be try'd by 


ver d to the Saints? Laſtly, How ſhould it 
228 our zeal, and direct our practice 


ſhorten'd that he cannot ſave ; that we who 
ſucceed the Apoſtles in their Charge, and the 
Reproaches and Difficulties of it, have, front 
his unchangeable Nature, as full 1 a 
| A ny chey 
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they, of his Providence to protect, and of 
his Spirit to ſupport us? | 

I ſhall in treating of the words do theſe 
two things. 


them. 
- Secondly, Draw ſome practical Obſerva- 
of tions from it. | 
I 


Firſt, I will conſider the Doctrine expreſs'd 
n. by the words. 

id} Now when Jeſus Chriſt is here ſaid to be 
nc the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, 
ir, hc is defcribed by a more auguſt Character 
e- than hath generally been thought. Two 
a- things are more particularly affirm'd of him 
arY in this Deſcription, which are Eternity and 
ta- Immutability, both which deſerve a diſtinct 
hem - Confideration. | 

to As to the Attribute of Erernity, by which 
d; is meant duration without beginning, there is 
ov good reaſon to believe, that the Apoſtle allu- 
by ded to it in this Paſſage. It is evident at 
-114Y firſt ſight that the expreſſion yeſterday, to 
| iff] 4a, and for ever, are by no means capable 
ice of a lireral Interpretation. If they are ex- 
plain'd according to the Helleniſtical Style, 


cho and the Sentiments of thoſe to whom this 
the Epiſtle was wrote, they apply to our bleſſed 
ton Lord the three parts of Time, paſt, preſent and 

W future. There are many inſtances in holy 


B 2 Scripture, 


Firſt, Shew the Doctrine expreſs'd by 
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Scripture, where yeſterday is Ty for the time 


paſt, and in like manner 7 


Chriſt. 


The Character thus given to our bleſſed 
Lord, doth beyond queſtion belong only to 
his Godhead, in reſpect of which only he 
could be ſaid to be eternal and unchange- | 
able. Conſider him in his human Capacitics, | 
and he both had a beginning, and was ſub- 
ject to change, He had been born of a Vir- 
gin within a few years before, had gone 
through the ſeveral changes of Childhood, 
Youth, and Manhood, had grown in ſtature 
and knowledge, and had felt all the innocent 
changes of indignation, zeal, grief and com- 
aaſſion; ſo that as a Man he could not be the 
ame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. The | 
names of Jeſus and Chriſt being the names 
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5 AS 2 Origen | 
obſerves, ſignifies the whole extent of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation. This Interpretation 
is follow'd by * thoſe Ancients who have 
wrote upon the place, they made no doubt 
to explain yeſterday of the whole extent of 

aſt time, and to day of the preſent duration 
of the World, and therefore apply'd the words 
in this ſenſe to the divine Nature in Jes 
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of his Incarnation, have led ſome into Mi- 

ſtakes upon this head: Bur © St. Gil of A. 

lexandria oblerves, that the names of his 

Humanity being apply'd to the divine Attri- 

butes, do ſhew the union of both Natures in 

the Son of God, and is therefore employ'd 

by him againſt che Neſforzan Hereticks who 
deny'd it. 

4 is to be confeſs'd that this Paſſage is ſel- 
dom, if at all, us'd by the orthodox Fathers 
in the Arian Controverly, becauſe the force of 
it depending upon a metaphorical Interpreta- 
tion, they rather choſe to defend the Truth 
by more e and leſs conteſted places. But 
it it be interpreted either according to the 
JJ plain ſimple intention of the Apoſtle, or to 
che ways of ſpeaking then in ule, it unque- 

ſtionably overrurns the opinion of thoſe He- 

WM reticks, whether ancient or modern, who al- 
do our bleſſed Lord only a finite, dependent 
and changeable Nature, who ſuppoſe that 
there was a time When he did not exit, 

and that like other created things he began 

to be. Theſe Blaſphemies, for ſuch I call 
them, how familiar ſoever ro our ears they 
may have grown of late, are effectually con- 
vadicted by this Aſſertion, that eſis Chri/? 
" JN is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 
- YY Theſe terms, though taken only from the 
- JI {cvcral parts of finite time, yet do moſt cer- 
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tainly denote the whole of duration, whether 
paſt or future. The Hebreus having no 
proper word to denote Eternity, exprels'd it 
only by a ſmall part of it; the word of the 
largeſt extent with them (Ty) ſignify'd ci. | 
ther the diſtance between one Jubilee and an- 
other, or at moſt the continuance of the 
Fewiſh Diſpenſation, and therefore in either 
{enſe included but a ſmall part of Duration; 
but they who beyond queſtion never doubted | 


of the Eternity of God the Father, generally 


expreſs'd their ſenſe of it by no other word. 


When God is ſaid to be from everlaſting and 
World without end. This, and other ſuch ex- 


reſhons, if literally explain'd, denote only 
that he is God from one Age to another; yet 
cuſtom hath given them a more extenſive | 
meaning, and hath apply'd them to an erer- | 


nal Duration. Thus much therefore may 


ſerve to clear up the ſenſe of the Text, and 


to juſtify the application of it to the eternal 
Exiſtence of our Lord 7eſug; for though the 


words literally taken denote only a ſmall part 


of time, yet when explain'd according to the 


ſcope of the place, and the manner of ſpeak- 


ing then in uſe, they ſignify the whole 
of it. 
But this Doctrine is abundantly prov'd by 


many other Paſſages of Scripture, wherein E- 


ternity is aſcrib'd to the Son in the ſame 
terms as to the Father. Thus, as God is 
ſaid to be from everlaſting, and World with. 


oul 
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or end, ſo the out-goings of the Son * are 
of old and from everlaſting ; if the one was 
God before the Mountains were brought 
forth, or ever the Earth and the World 
were made, the other was before all things, 
and by him all things exiſt : The great God 
is frequently call'd the t and aft, ſo like- 
vie our Lord Jeu calls himſelf * rhe Alpha 
and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, the be- 
Lining and the end; they are both equally 
td in the Revelations, * that is, and that 
. 

] 


was, and that 3s to come, which expreſſes 

the three parts of time in the ſame manner, 
ss the words of the Text. Some of the an- 
y WW cicor Writers have juſtly obſery'd a peculiar 
t WY ſgnificancy in the words, (s av) he that ic, 
e W vbich being the Greek word which the Se- 
- MW venty uſe for Jehova, anſwers to that Cha- 
tacter which God gives of himſelf in Exodus, 
I am that I am. The word is obſery'd by 
Maimonides to expreſs the neceſſary Exiſtence 
of God the Father, and being therefore ap- 
ply'd to our Lord Jeſus, doth denote the 
lame Character of him; and it is with the 
lame ſignificancy that St. 70% faith, in the 
beginning was the word, that is, was then 
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ſubſiſting, and did not begin to exiſt at the 
Creation; for how eaſily might St. Johy 
have prevented all diſpute upon this head, if 


he had ſaid, in the beginning the word 


(Mere) was made, or _— ro be? 


The New Teſtament ſeems to have tran- | 


ſcrib'd all the expreſſions of the Old relating 
to the divine Eternity, and to have apply'd 


them truly and properly t Chrift Fefars : But 


if his eternal Exiſtence, notwithſtanding theſe 
plain declarations of it, be deny'd and oppos'd, 


this only ſhews the carnal and unmortity'd | 
Pride of human underſtandings ; they admit | 


the Eternity of the one God upon the ſtrength 
of natural Reaſon, and they will not admit 
that of the Son upon the credit of divine Re- 
velation. Whereas if they had the meek and 
humble diſpoſition of our Lord's Diſciples, 
they would look upon the one to be as ſure 
a Rule of Faith as the other. The holy 
Scriptures do no where mention any creation, 
beginning, inferiority or dependence in the 
Son of God, they aſcribe to him, (Self-origi- 
nation only excepted) all the divine Artri- 
butes, and do, according to the forms of 
ſpeaking then in uſe, truly and properly de- 
clare his eternal Exiſtence with the Father; 
they do not ſpeak ſo much in the words of 
human Wiſdom, as to take away all matter 
of cavil and objection from ſelf-conceited He- 
reticks, by expreſſing the Doctrine with me- 
taphy ſical and nice Diſtinctions; the Holy 
HOYT | « Spirit 
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Spiric hath thought fit to teach us the Prin- 
„ ciplcs of the Doctrine of Chriſt in other Lan- 
auge, and hath by this made fooliſh the Wie 
Jin of this World. 

But as this Doctrine of the eternal Exiſtence 
of our Lord 7eſur Chriſt is evident from the 
o Nexpreſs Declarations of the Scripture, ſo may 
1 Wit likewiſe be ſtrengrhen'd from ſome other 
ir Wl Conſiderations. D 
e Wl firſt, If he was not in the ſenſe I have explain d, 
1, che /ame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, he 
could not perform for us the office ofa Mediator. 
it As he is our Juſtification, Sancti ficat ion 
n aun Redemption, fo he could only be fo by 
ir virtue of the human Nature being united to the 
-. W divine. All that confidence, which as Chri- 
1d Wl ſtians we have through our Lord Ze/irs Chriſt, 
;, Wis founded in thoſe Merits which no Creature, 
re ¶ bow high ſoever in ſtation and perfections, can 
ly claim. It is an axiom, and probably the 
d, Wovly one in which we and our Adverſaries 
he ne agreed, that there is no middle Being be- 
i. ween God and Creature. Every thing that 
ri- N exiſts, muſt either exiſt by a neceſſity of Na- 
of ure, or have a beginning in time; the for- 
le- MW ner of which being deny d of our Lord Je 
r ; by the Hereticks, they muſt of courſe admit 
of We latter, which indeed is the Arian Opi- 
nion, which among other Blaſphemies aſſerred, 
that there war 4 time when he did not 
exiſt. Whatſoever is created or hath a begin- 


ving, muſt neceſſarily or 0 W 
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and dependent; all that ſuch a Being hath, 

is owing to the good pleaſure of him who 

ave it, and ſtill continues him in the poſſel- | 
jon. His Faculties, the exerciſe and pre- | 
ſervation of them, are ſo many debts to | 
his Sovereign, and all he can do will not be | 
ſufficient to diſcharge his own Obligations. 


The more carly in Exiſtence, or the more! 
excellent in Attainments ſuch a one is, he! 
owes but the more Duty for it, and hath a 
much more reaſon than thoſe of a lower rank 
to humble himſelf in the ſight of his Crea- 
tor; moſt certainly he cannot by virtue of 
given and dependent Perfections, claim the 
merit of a Mediator for his fellow creatures. 
Though we are told that the Prayer of a 
righteous Man prevaileth much, yet thi 
prevalence is not owing to the right ſuch 4 
one hath to be heard in behalf of others, but 
only to the tenour of the Chriſtian Covenant; 
for the good Man's Prayers for himſelf and 
others, are only heard in and through the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. The Hercticks 
therefore by denying the Eternity of © 
Lord, do in conſequence reject his Mediation; 
for if he enjoy borrow'd and dependent Per. 
fections, though he be higher in rank, yet 
he is as much a Creature as any of out 
ſelves. 

The Ancients frequently obſerve, that when 
the works of the Creation are call'd upon t 
praiſe God, there is no mention made K 1 

or 
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Word and the Spirit: For they, as Origen 
adds, do not worſhip, but are worſhipped. 
Conformably ro which, the Worſhip of the 
four Beaſts, and the four and twenty Elders 
in the Revelations is paid to God and the 
Lamb. Whereas if the Son and Spirit had a 
beginning, how diſtant ſoever in time that 
were, would certainly be as much oblig'd to 
give Worſhip and Praiſes to the Father, as a- 
ny part of the Creation. 

Secondly, This eternal Exiſtence of the 
Son with the Father, is confirm'd from that 
Reverence and Worſhip which we are directed 
to pay to him. 

As the Worſhip which is offer'd through 
our Lord is needleſs and ineffectual, if he did 
not exiſt from Eternity, ſo that which is of- 
fer'd ro himſelf is idolatrous. The Apoſtle 
charges it as a Crime _ the Galati cs, 
that they worſhipped thoſe which &y nature 
were not Gods; and yet this is the very 
Crime of thoſe, who, though admitting the 
Worſhip of our Saviour, yet allow him to be. 
God, not (®vz4) by Nature, but (Otis) by 
Appointment. They who join the religious 
Adoration of our Lord J7eſus to ſuch injurious 
Opinions of him, fall down to a fellow ſer- 
vant and do homage to the Creature inſtead 
of the Creator. 
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( 12) 
Nothing is more plain from Scripture, than 
that the true God is the only object of reli. 
ious Worſhip; and therefore by requiring 
155 Worſhip to be paid to our bleſſed Lord, 
it doth declare him to be fo. In every act 
of this kind we acknowledge his Immenſity, 
Omniſcience and Omnipotence; we aſcribe 
to him the ſame divine Attributes with the 
Father, and profeſs to believe that all things | 
that the Father hath are the Song. | 
But farther, if our Lord Jeſus be not the 
fame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, all rea- 
ſons of reyerence and thankfulneſs to him ccaſe. 
He being created in time, and conſequently 
far inferiour to him who created him, is 


not a principal, but only a low inſtrument in 


the work of our Salvation; he is not the Au- 
thor, but the Meſſenger, and the Executioner | 
of the divine Mercy, and is therefore entitled 
to no other reſpect than what we would owe 
to any mortal Friend, who hath been our 
Benefactor by the direction and command of 
another. If we think him ſuch à one as our 


ſelves, we miſapply our reſpect and thank- 


fulneſs to Fe/is Chriſt, which is only due to 
the Father. For where is the great love of 
Chriſt, if he in obedience to his and our Lord, 

ſubmitted to the condition of Mortality? Where 
was his great Condeſcenſion in taking upon 
him our Fleſh, zf he was not in the —ç— of 
God? Laſtly, where is the great Merit of our 
Redeemer s Incarnation and Sufferings, * 
855 ee e 
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them he reap'd as much benefit as our ſelves, 
and was adyanc'd to that Glory which he 
had not before? 11 

They therefore who debaſe this great My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, whereby God was mani- 
Kela in the fleſh, do by this leſſen our ſenſe 
of, and thankfulneſs for this great Salvation; 
they miſrepreſent the love of God and Chriſt 
to us, and weaken the motives of that love 
on our part, which is the perfection of hu- 
man Minds, and the end of the Command- 
ment. Nor needs there any more evident 
argument of the Falſity of theſe heretical 
Notions, than the dangerous influence they 
2 neceſſarily have upon Chriſtian Diſpo- 
itions. | | 

Thirdly, The eternal Exiſtence of the Son 
ſeems to tend more to the Honour of God 
the Father. * ak 

The Hereticks pretend to oppoſe the Equa- 
lity of the Son, out of a zeal and jealouſy 
for God the Father. This, as St. Baſil ob- 
ſerves, was the pretence of the Enemies of 
our Lord in his Age, and is the plea of them 
in this; but yet it is certain, that their ſen- 
timents do not tend more to the diſhonour of 
the Son, than they do that of the Father: and 
they may be truly auſwer d in the words of our 
Lord himſelf to the Fews, who us'd the ſame 
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plea at that time, 7 honour my Father, by; 
ye diſhonour him. 

Our bleſſed Lord (as I will for once take 
for granted) is invacated jointly with Father 
and Holy Spirit in the form of Baptiſm, is 
acknowledged in our ſolemn Benedictions the 
Author of all good things, is ador'd by the 
Angels above, and is in all reſpects declar'd 
equally with the Father, the object of re- 
ligions Worſhip. 

Let us then conſider impartially, whether 
it be not more for the Honour of the great 
God, that one thus worſhipped and honour'd 
equally with himſelf, ſhould be of the ſame * 
Nature and Eſſence, than that he ſhould be 
very far and infinitely below him; how in- 
congruous muſt it be to honour a Creature 
with the fame titles and appellations, as we 
do the ſupreme God, and to make the work 
of his hands the Rival with him in his Dig- 
nity ? But above all, how inconſiſtent is it 
with the declarations which he hath made of 
being a zealous God, and not giving his G4. 
ry fo another, yet to admit the Son, who 
had a beginning in time, to be a ſharer in the 
Worſhip and Praiſes of his Creatures. They 
therefore who allow the Son an equal wor- 
ſhip with the Father, but not an equal Na- | 
ture or Eſſence, do very much leſſen that 
Glory and Dignity of the divine Nature, for 
which they would be thought ſo zealous : and | 
it is evidently true to the 
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etter, that he that | 
Bonouretb 


11 


honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Fa 
ther that ſent him. | 

Fourthly and laſtly, The eternal Exiſtence 
of the Son, is confirm'd from the unanimous. 
belief of the Primitive Chriſtians. 

The unanimous Teſtimony of Primitive 
Writers will, I doubt not, while there are 
Believers in the World, be accounted one 
great mark of Chriſtian Truth. Our Adver- 
ſaries themſelves do in ſome degree own the 
firſt Chriſtians to be againſt them, by their 
unwillingneſs to be decided by their Writings ; 
and therefore would excuſe their ignorance of, 
and defection from Antiquity, by diſparaging 
and vilifying it. They have of late endca- 
vour'd to evade the force of primitive Teſti- 
mony in this matter of the Son's Eternity, 
by pretending that the firſt Writers, eſpecial- 
ly 52 Martyr, blended Philoſophical No- 
tions with the Chriſtian Faith, and particular- 
ly form'd the Doctrine of the Trinity from 
Platontſm. It is a ſufficient anſwer to this 
Calumny, that there is nothing like that Do- 
Ctrine in Plato; for where ' that Philoſo- 
her introduces the ſupreme God ſpeaking, 
e does it in ſuch a manner, as to ſhew that 
he believ d the greateſt diſtance and inferiori- 
ty in thoſe other Gods. The Ar:ans there- 
fore, and thoſe other Hereticks who deny 
the Equality of the Son, might poſſibly draw 
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their Doctrine of Subordination in the bleſſed 


Trinity from external Philoſophy , bur the 


true Chriſtians kept at the greateſt diſtance 


from it. 
If they had form'd their ſentiments upon 


the Platonick Philoſophy, they muſt have 

belicy'd a greater Subordination of the Son, | 
both in Nature and Exiſtence, than appcars | 
from their Writings ; but they on the contra- | 
ry ſeem to have beliey'd him, as St. Ignatius 
expreſi; es it, (ad xpovws 55 dv 7; | 
begotten without time, and without begin- 
ning. They make the Life of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit to be commenſurate ; they 
affirm that God had always his Word and his 


Wiſdom with him, meaning by that the Son 


and the Spirit. They thought it a diminu- 
tion to the honour of the Father, to have c- 
ver wanted that denomination, and conlc- ! 
quently condemn'd the Arian Hereſy before 


it roſe, 
But above all, they compar'd the eternal 


Generation of the Son to the Emanations of 
Light. This, as * St. Baſe? obſerves, was | 


the. general ſentiment of all Chriſtians, aud 
doth very ſenſibly repreſent the Coeternity 


of the Son; for Splendor cannot be without | 
Light, no more than Light without Splcu- | 


9 U 1 


— e — 


m "Or; xen we unbis warn dhe xc ,ο⏑,t⅛̃ | 
(reis ye ws annba; A . Tawr1s ation) ts F e. 
aftorite ul D ν.ł¼Au fla. Adv. 


dor. 


eiveu T i l on 
Eunom. lib. 2. 


| 


(17) 
dor. - This compariſon will not hold in every 
particular relating to the divine Nature, ſince 
ſenſible things are very inadequate Repre- 
ſentations of divine; but this is certain, that 
the compariſon of Light, and the Emanations 
of it to the generation of the Son, ſhews the 
Faith of thoſe who us'd ir; that they beliey'd 
the Son to be of the ſame Nature and eternal 
duration with the Father. The Ancients are 
effectually juſtify d in their uſe of this ſimili- 
tude from the like expreſſion of St. Paul, 
who calls the Son the brightneſs of God's 
2 and the expreſs Image of his Per- 
on. * 
Theſe Conſiderations are, I hope, ſuffi- 
cient to confirm that ſenſe which I have put 
upon the words of the Text, and to vindicate 
the expreſſions of the Nicene Creed, where- 
by we profeſs to believe Jeſus Chriſt to be 
God of God, and Light of Light. 
I thall therefore conclude this head with 
obſerving it as a plain deduction from the 
Eternity of our Lord, that they who aſſert 
he had a beginning, though it were before the 
Creation of the World, are as much Enemies 
to his Eternity, as they who believe him to 
have been firſt created, when he foot upon 
bim our Fleſh. We who fill but a ſmall part 
of time, may admire the longer periods of 
finite Exiſtence ; but Creatutes of the longeſt 
period are ſtill Creatures in God's fight, wich 
D whom 


The different length of duration can make | 
no difference in this point: if that duration 


the Father, ſeem to mean ſomething that they 
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whom a thouſand years are but as one day. 


ever began, and there were a time when our 
Lord Jeſus did not exiſt, he is ſtill by their 
account but the eldeſt and firſt of Creatures, 
which is a Character very low and unwor- 
thy of the Son of God. 

I would farther add, that they who affirm! 
our bleſſed Lord to have been begotten from 
Eternity, by the good will and pleaſure of 


dare not expreſs. If they mean by it that! 
ſame will with which God wills his Goodnck;, 1 
and the rectitude of his Nature, the ſentiment 
is true and conſiſtent with the dignity of out 
Lord Jeſus; but if they mean E this will, 
arbitrary will, ſuch as might or might not 
have been, they then deny by it his neceſſa- 
ry Exiſtence. | 
I need only obſerve, that the expreſſion is not 
juſtify'd by Scripture, but is an old Fallacy em- 
ploy'd by the followers of Eunomins, who, by 
this artificial way of ſpeaking, cover'd their im- 


pious Opinion. Some of late have been ve- 


ry buly and zealous in reviving this and o- 
ther Fallacies of the old Hereticks; but We 
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have withal this matter of comfort from their 
malicious endeavours, that neither their skill 
nor their diligence hath hitherto ſuggeſted a- 
ny thing, but what hath been effectually an- 
ſwer'd long ago. | 

The other Particular of the Text is, the 
unchangeable Nature of our Lord Zefis Chriſt, 
for as he is ſaid t be, that is, to exiſt, yeſter- 
day, to day, and for ever, ſo likewiſe to be 
the ſame, or unchangeable. 

Cyrill of Alexandria infers from theſe 
words, that the eternal (AC.) Word, ſuf- 
fer d no diminution or change during the In- 
carnation. The ſeveral Infirmities, Paſſions 
and Sufferings of our Lord Feſ#s Chriſt , 
which werr ts ming conditions of the human 
Nature, did not in any degree belong to, or 
affect his Divinity, in reſpect of which only 
he could be call'd the ſame throughout all Eter- 
nity. It is in this ſenſe that Sr. John in the 
Revelations calls him the firſt and the laſt, 
and him that livoth for ever and ever; and 


for the fame reaſon St. Paul applies to him that 
(meaning the Hea- 


Paſſage in the Pſalms, they 
vers) ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure— 
for thou art the ſame, and thy years ſhall 
not fail, | 

The Immutability of J7eſus Chrift is a 
plain conſequence of his Eternity. What- 
loever is neceſſarily exiſtent, ſuch as I have 
proy'd our bleſſed Lord to be, muſt be un- 
8 D 2 changeable 
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changeable, and ever the ſame; bur on the 
other fide, that which hath a beginning in 
time, is capable of being chang'd or dimi- | 
niſh'd, becauſe it ſubſiſts by the arbitrary will | 
of him that created it. All created beings are 
therefore by the condition of their Nature | 
expos'd to change and decay; they equally | 
need God's conſtant Power for their Exiſtence, | 
and his Spirit for their Perſeverance and Per- | 
fection. The old Arzans therefore believicg | 
our Lord to have a beginning, did, in conlc- | 
quence of that belief, 6, him to be 
(Teerlis Pvriws) of a changeable Nature. This 
Opinion, whatſoever they meant by ſuch a 
change, whether the decay or encreaſe of his 
Perfections, is equally. contrary to Scripturc, 
and wagering to our Lord; for any improve- | 
ment, though from good to better, argues a 
previous defect, and is as great a derogation 
to a divine Perſon, as it is honourable in a 
Creature. | ; ä 

But though I have hitherto follow'd the 
common reading of our Eugliſb Verſion, 
which tranflates auns the ſame, yet there is 
ſtill ſomerhing more ſignificant in the expreſ- 
fion. If it were. render'd ip he, accord- 
ing to the vulgar Latin, it would be more 
_ expreſſive of his divine Exiſtence, and then 
would not ſo much offer a new Attribute cf 
our Lord, as confirm the ſenſe in which ! 
have explain d yeſferday, to day, aud fe. 
5 | » 01 ever, 
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ever. » Some of the primitive Writers have 
thought the word ans to be a divine Attri- 
bute, and to be as expreſſive of neceſſary Ex- 
iſtence, as the Name God gives himſelf, I am 
that I am. * A learned Author very judi- 
ciouſly obſerves, that the Hebrew word wm 
was plac'd by the Cabaliſtick Jeus among the 
divine Names ; and there is this reaſon for the 
obſervation, that it is frequently us'd in that 
ſenſe in the Prophets, I even I am he. 

This divine Appellation then which be- 
longs only to the great God, being likewiſe 
apply'd to our bleſſed Lord, doth evident] 
prove him ro be ſo. To conclude, the words 
of the Text being explain'd according to 
the Helleniſtical ways of ſpeaking, do truly 
denote the eternal and neceſſary Exiſtence of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and are a plain proof of his Di- 
vinity, according to which he is ſtyl'd by the 
Apoſtle, and ſhould be ſo acknowledged by 
all who profeſs him, Over all God bleſſed 
fer ever. | | 


Having gone through the Doctrine of the 
Text, I thall conclude with ſome practical 
Obſervations which naturally reſult from ir. 
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Firſt, if our Lord 7eſuß Chriſt be fo divine 
a Perſon, as to be the ſame from and to al! 


Eternity, there is then great reaſon to revyc. 
rence his Doctrine. The Goſpel taught by 


our Lord is more confiderable, both in its 


veracity and importance from the great Dig- 


nity of him who deliver'd it. The eternal 3 


Word, who was in the beginning with God, | 
was beſt qualify'd to declare with certainty 
the divine Counſels, and to be the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. How important ſhould ? 


we believe that Truth, to reveal which, Go4 


was manifeſted in the Fleſh ; and with What 
holy Joy ſhould we hear divine Wiſdom de- 
clare thoſe merciful purpoſes which divine 


Goodneſs had contriv'd ? How neceflary 


mould we believe the Inſtructions, and how 


certain the Promiſes deliver'd by fo heavenly 


a Teacher, and with what readineſs, in all the 
myſterious difficulties of both, ſhould we ſub- 
mit every thought to the obedience of Chriſt? | 

This reſpect to the Doctrine of Chr:/7, 


ſhould likewiſe reflect ſome honour upon thoſe 


who preach it in his Name; the eſteem for 
the Sovereign ſhould protect thoſe, who faith | 
fully repreſent him, from contempt and te- 
oaches. The Commiſſion which we bear, 
in being Mini ſters of Chriſt and Stewaras! 
of his Myſteries, is the higheſt that a Mor- 
tal can receive, or a Saint deſerve; and we 
may conſiſtently with Chriſtian Humility mag- 
nify this our Office, for the honour of our 


Lord 
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Lord, and the benefit of thoſe committed to | 
our Charge, We at this time know by expc- | 
ricnce the truth of that Prophetick Declara- | 
| 
| 


tion, He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, 
ſince there are few who have declar'd an a- 
erſion to us for the ſake of our Function, 
but have prov'd in time either Unbelievers or 
Hereticks, and have either deny'd our bleſſed 
Lord's Incarnation, or his Divinity. Ir is for 
the honour of the greateſt part of us, and is 
an argument of our faithful attachment to our 
great Maſter, that we have no Friends or E- 
nemies, but what are _y ſo to him; and 
we have yery late Examples of ſome, who 
from their contempt of the Prieſthood, and 
a Church Authority, have proceeded to im- 
J pious Opinions of the bleſſed Feſus. 
Secondly, It follows from the Doctrine of 
© the Text, that the ſame Obligations of Duty 
ue incumbent Chriſtians at all times. 
The immutable Nature and great Dignity 
Jof our Lord Fe/ſus give us a full aſſurance, 
chat the rules of his Goſpel will neither be 
J chang'd by himſelf, nor any other. If the 
Y forcgoing Verſe be connected with the words 
Jof the Text, it evidently leads us to the rea- 
bonableneſs of ſerking the good old paths, 
and walking therein; for St. Paul, after re- 
minding the Hebrews of thoſe who had 
preach'd the word, adds as a motive to fol- 
bo chem, that Jeu Chriſt is the fame ye- 
r fer day, to dey, and for ever. As if he had 
p aid, 
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ſaid, © Be attentive to thoſe who have gone 
« before you in the Faith, and make their Ex. 
« amples the Rule of your Behaviour; remem- 
t her that the Doctrine which you profeſs, is 
« not vary'd —_— to the carnal hamours 
« of Men, but is an Inſtitution as permanent as 
« its Teacher, that our Lord 7e/ws hath in all 
« Ages equal right to command our Obedi- 
« ence, and equal Power to ſupport and re- 
« ward it. | 
We are too apt to make the fame jude- | 
ment of the ſuffering Heroes of our Faith, as 
we do of the Giants of old, and 40, ſuppoſe 
them by ſome extraordinary aſſiſtance to have 
exceeded the common proportion of human 
ſtrengrh, and the ordinary rules of the Gol: 
I. The Annals of our Church appear from 
— a regiſter of Folly, or needleſs Bravery, | 
and we make the different conduct of our 
Anceſtors, rather an argument of excels in 
them, than of defect in our ſelves. 
But if the Doctrine of the Text be tric, 
our great Maſter mult expect the ſame ſtrict- | 
nels of Behaviour from his Followers at all 
times. He hath not cut out broader ways 
for us than for our Forefathers, but requires 
that we ſhould all walk in the ſame narrow 
path, and with equal Faith and Patience 
run the race ſet before us. They and we 
have the ſame common Maſter, who is ever 
unchangeable in the ſtrictneſs of his Laws, 
and the Faithfulneſs of his Promiſes, and is 
| now 


11 
now as ready and able to ſupport us by his 
Spirit, as in the firſt Ages. 

The Application I would make from the 
whole, is to remind you of the inference 
which the Apoſtle draws from the words, 
chat if Jeſus Chriſt be the /ame yeſterday, 
% day, and for ever, we ſhould not be car- 
„ about with divers and ſtrange Doc- 
* trines. Our deference to eternal Wiſdom 
ſhould be an argument with us, that all the 
Revelations made by our bleſſed Lord are of 
importance to our Inſtruction and Happineſs ; 
that the ſeveral Articles of our holy Faith are 


not ſo many arbitrary impoſitions upon the 
underſtanding , bur 8 Ne motives 


for our greater growth and perſeverance in 
Holineſs; that the Truth as it 7s in Jeſus 
can only ſupport the practice of Religion, 
and conſequently that all the deviations from 
it, maſt make us both leſs able and leſs wil- 
ling to do our Duty. 
ue, Whilſt therefore we, after the direction and 
ict- example of Apoſtolical Men, contend earneſt- 
all for the Faith once deliuer'd to the Saints, 
ays we do not contend for the opinions and con- 
ircs M ceptions of Men, but for the fundamentals of 
row W our holy Religion: we ſhould think the er- 
-uce MY rors and miſtakes about it, not to be of fo in- 
| ve different a nature, as ſome falſly and artfully 
luggeſt, bur ro be both contrary to Truth, 
and detrimental to religious Perfection: we 
ſhould believe the Hereſies, which from time 


E to 
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to time have infeſted the Chriſtian Church, to 
be thoſe Tares, which the Enemy hath ſown, 
which, though they cannot be totally rootcd 
out till the Harveſt, are yet to be check'd 
and eſs d with our greateſt diligence and 
nada vor , 1 
But above all, we ſhould be perſuaded that 
this preſent Herely which denies the Divinity 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrzft, is of all others the 
moſt deſtructive to the Chriſtian Religion, 
and that they who propagate it, how moral 
ſoever their behaviour, or how ſacred their 
function may be, are deceztful Workers and | 
Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, We need 
no other more convincing proof of the ill | 
tendency of this Opinion, than the part 
which the avowed Enemies of all Religion 
take in it; all rhe Libertines in Principle a- | 
mong us of late, have been obſery'd to be as 
zealous for the promotion of this Hereſy, as 
ever they were for 3 : and indecd 
they ſo far judge rightly, that it will be more 
yer to deſtroy 3 — „ by per- 
verting a part of it, than by rejecting the 
whole. 2 77 | 
Let us then from the conduct of our Lord's 
and our Enemies, draw ſo much uſe, as to be 
convinc'd of the importance of the orthodox 
Belief in this point: Let us for the fake of 
that excellent Church, whereof we are Mem- 
bers, and of thoſe Flocks committed to -our | 
charge, endeayour to check this dangerous 
4 Infection, 
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InfeQion ; let us think that the indifference 
to the Dignity and Honour of our bleſſed 
Lord, muſt be more particularly criminal in 
us, who are his Miniſters; ler us in all our 


behaviour have a regard to that rule, 2 
e 


which we of all others muſt be try'd; 
that is not with me, is againſt me, and he 
that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth, 
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